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a long time. It should be remembered, too,
that the contagion is active during that stage
of the disease when the body is shedding the
poisonous scales. The child should be kept
away from others for six or eight weeks, in
order that it may be certain that he is not a
source of infection.
SCHELDT, skelt, a river of Belgium and
the Netherlands, 250 miles in length, rising in
the French department of Aisne and flowing
in a northerly and then northeasterly direc-
tion, merging with the Rhine delta and open-
ing into the North Sea. About fifteen miles
below Antwerp it divides into the East
Scheldt and the West Scheldt, forming a
double estuary and enclosing the islands of
South Beveland, North Beveland and Wal-
cheren. It is one of the most important
waterways of Europe, being navigable by
means of a series of locks for 210 miles and
connected by canals with the cities of Bel-
gium and France. At Antwerp it has a
breadth of 1,600 feet and forms a secure har-
bor for the largest ships. For 200 years pre-
vious to 1863, the Scheldt was in the hands
of the Dutch, who levied a toll on all foreign
vessels. In 1863 it was made a free water-
way by the Treaty of Brussels.
SCHENECTADY, ske nek'ta, di, N. T., the
county seat of Schenectady County, sixteen
miles northwest of Albany, on the Mohawk
River, on the New York State Barge Canal
and on the New York Central and the Dela-
ware & Hudson railroads, and electric lines.
It is an important industrial city, with about
140 manufacturing establishments, produc-
ing electrical supplies, clothing, insulators,
locomotives, foundry and machine shop prod-
ucts, brooms, brushes and many other goods.
Union College is located here. Some of the
prominent buildings are a courthouse, a city
hall, an opera house, a Y. M. C. A., a Car-
negie Library, a Federal building and a high
school which cost $550,000. There are four
parks aggregating about 190 acres. Sche-
nectady was settled by Arent Van Corlear in
1662. The French and Indians massacred
most of the inhabitants in 1690 and burned
a part of the settlement. It was incorporated
as a borough in 1765, and was chartered as a
city in 1798. Population, 1920, 88,723; in
1930, 95,692, a gain of 8 per cent.
SCHILLER, shflflur, johann feiedrich
christoph vok (1759-1805), one of the
greatest of German dramatists and poets, was
born at Marbaeh, Wiirttemberg. His father
  
file_0.wmf


SCHILLER
was superintendent of the woods and gar-
dens attached to a residence of the duke of
Wiirttemberg, and the duke had the boy edu-
cated in a military academy, which he him-
self had founded at the castle of Solitude.
Here Schiller stud-
ied jurisprudence;
but when the school
was removed to
Stuttgart, and its
scope became ex-
tended, he turned
his attention to
medicine. In 1780
he was appointed
physician to a regi-
ment in Stuttgart,
and it was now for
the first time that
he had enough leis-
ure and freedom to
finish his tragedy of The Robbers, begun
three years previously. He published this
piece at his own expense in 1781; it attracted
an immense amount of attention, and in 1782
it was performed at Mannheim. Arrested for
attending the performance without leave of
the Duke of Wiirttemberg, and forbidden by
the same despotic authority to write plays,
Schiller fled from Stuttgart and settled at
Mannheim, as poet to the theater. Here the
plays of Fiesco and Cabal and Love were soon
afterwards produced.
In 1785 he went to Leipzig and Dresden,
where he studied the history of the times of
Philip II, to prepare himself not only to
write his drama of Don Carlosf which ap-
peared in 1787, but also to- publish a History
of the Revolt of the Netherlands. Visiting
Weimar in 1787, he received a friendly wel-
come from Wieland and Herder, and later
he made the acquaintance of Goethe, with
whom he formed a close friendship. Goethe
secured for him a professorship at Jena, and
here he lectured on history and published
Historical Memoirs from the Twelfth Cen-
tury to thef Most Recent Times and his His-
tory of the Thirty Years' War. It was then,
also, that, through the influence of Goethe,
he returned with renewed ardor to poetry and
produced Ms finest lyrical poems and ballads.
Among these are The J)ivery The Cranes of
Ilycu$j The Glove and The Bong of the Bell,
the finest of German lyrics. It was after 1798
that he published in succession the dramas of
i Hwria Stuart, the Ma/id of Or*

